ROYAL ENFIELD

BRAKE
MODIFICATION

Conripued from page 58

The problem is, quile
simplw, thal the brake back-
plates are not suppored with
sufficient stiffness. Any Mex in
the operating system results i
bost braking effect and even
wheen you ve replaced all the
levers and cables wilh big
strong wnits such s the
Tommaselll lever assembly,
it's =il possible 10 ses the
back-plates flexing when you
squeeze the lever. (185 best 1o
try this an a standsall, by the

plaze. The plate freelf is a
prety butch piece of
equipment in the Enficld
radition of sohd melal,
Hewever the problem i3
reviealed when the wndt is
dismantled, and demonsirates
the strange inability of British | any
molsrevele -Erag;'urlm:n'nl o Lk
the modern lip seal,

Behind the back-plate is the
wheel beaning, and separating
the twa s a felt prease seal
running on a spacer. This

mit amd thereby reduce
braking eflectivencss.
Techrology has progressed

i the poinl where we can
sodwe this problem by
kenpfroggiog the age of the [ip
scil, Whes! bearings can be
quite adeguately sealed in the
bearing, and indeed many of
the applications for separate
teals have now been
superseded by the sealed
bearing wsually suffixed 2RS,
gtanding for Twa Bubber
Seals. Where there is a
grease-filled housing between
two soch bearings the inner
scals may be removed o
permit lobrication in the
original way, Seuled beanngs
CoEt almosl [Wice as much as
the unsezled rype but last
mofe than twice as long in
applications where there is
possibabity of dirty water
contaminathon such as from
wheel bearings,

In thizs partscular application,
}he felr “'lll ean be d“mﬂf‘
caving a large gap all fow
the tiny and inadequaie
spacer, It will sol be beyond

diameter wo the external
tapered nuwt, will dramatically
improve back-plate stiffnecss
Such @ spacer can, of courke,
e mude from any suitably-
shaped steel ring which will fit
aver the axle and clear the
ratating par of the hub

In arder 10 simplify the task
of locating this pair of spacers
I suggest that the swinging
arm thrust washers fitted to
the 250cc Royal Enfields are &
good place o start. Using the
Mylord Super T lathe, that
EVEFYORE eXcepl me Sppears
to have i their hack room,
enlarge the hole to ft, and
them turn down {or surface
grind) the washer to the zame
thickness as the original
spacer. These are pracissly
the sor of jobs that the
supplier of Enfleld spares
could be expected 1o do pricr
Lo issung vou with & pair of
madified spacers.

Only one question remains:
does it work? Experience,
including on the roce-track,
provides the apswer yup!
There now, Lhal was easy

spacer, nothing more than a
sleeve, is all that suppons the
ingice of the brake back-plate.
When the brakes arz applied,
the back-plate can readily Nex
away from the caner tapered

wiay')

At [irst sight 1t may seerm
scrange that these back-plates
flex as thers i 4 hig nut
retalning them, with a

the wit of anyone capable of wasn't it?

dismantling this assembly in
the ficst place o appreciale
thal a much barger spacer, the
same (hickneee bot similar o

centralising taper agninst the

Sovereign
Remedies

Do vou have a tip to pass on?
Classic Mechanics will pay
five sovereigns (well, five
pounds actually) for each one
published.

BEEZEL REMOVAL

Thee Tpllowang is an easy way alf remavieg the
ksl froim 3 chrosometric specdo. Wind three
turns of mesking tape rownd the Becel and then
hald ehe g pededo upd ede Sown with Jus s brais
Bzl wnd the masking ape sabmerged in boiling
waler for half a minue. With a gloved hand grip
the masking tape knd uniepew the beael, I warks
every Ume and without causing any damape o
b spacda.

Stanley Phelps. [lford. Essex
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SHINING MOMESTS

Rusi spods mnd pitling on chrome parts sech as
wheel mums, brike and gear lewirs can be
successfully contealed asing the F:I'IIH‘EHE M-
cess, After gestly smocthing down the surface
wilh wire wood of rubbing compound, liherally
apply alboy painl 1o cover both the Shrtme and
the nast spots. W ipe the winde suffmse over with
& chean rag

The paim will G o she ghrome buc will
achhere 19 the rost spods and pit marks, Al vou
bave 1o do now §5 put on your sunglesses, seand
back snd sdeire the aige, even, shiny faigh 1
the whale swrfsde, .
DI Herding Copmantharps, Yorks.

HEAT GLIN

Instead of using blowlamps, boiling water, or
ovens bo boosen of Bt gudeon pms, bearings eie..
iy usimg o of the eleciric best guns designed
for panni sirpping. I've found them very ellecuve
indeed and a kot saler and cleamer than a naked
fMame in a workshop or waler gapimg rusi The
pan s also proved useful drying electres, dry-
& pEing. shanking heat-shaink nubing. and even
warming hands &0 e0dd days, Yoo could evenuse
it io sirip paint!

Breti Jeflery, Banpor, Crwynedd

LEAKY ROCEKERS

Ir-gn i m g ibat Ive tried and D warks well 1
wat fick of the beaking rocker shafis on my "69
Bonnie, 3o for o guick Ax [ put a gheb ofsitioon on

| sheead and arached an Amal cark ramgnsealing

the central hole with a disg of 8ig cul from s dnindks
can and sikeoned in place) anl ram pipe 10 the
origmal pdler hele in the chaingese A venr lmer
it"s £l oy, oifing Ahee chain and not the caside of
the msabod o my lefl begl

Mick Fobson, Wooder, Momhamberland

TRIUMPH SFARKS

A really good cemedy Tor distribaior Trivmph
twins is foda away with the rodor arm and HT
lexds and wire ia 8 Horda vwsin call These Bave
twor leads from one oobl - Bolh leads spark
simultenecusly, but only one will explesie (1he
other working on the exhawse soroke]. Make sore
e comect voluage oodl i used = T 755 were
Gwal: CRITS = MM - 250 were 12voll You
should b able 80 pack one up <heap from a
Breakers.

| iy e used ghis Sonversion on several machimes
and A has proved very feliabbe, whach 1@ mone
tham wou can day abou the destnibutor set-up
L Whitshead, Huddersfield

DRY A5 DUST

Having completad 2 pamicularly alfy task in ke
worlshen, | looked for 8 clean rag 10 wipe my
hamds, Axs nome ooald b foend, and 1 needed
mave quickly one o 'clean kends® joh, | dipped
mry haneds in g besket of dry sawdus which hap
penod to be in fhe comer. By simply rubshing this
. they became dry ard clean wery quasckly. 1
have osed this eethod several times since, and
have foand il v be extremely efective

DL Thomas, Swansea. W, Glans.

FRE-UMIT CHAINS

Here's a tip for bikes with separae pearboxes.
When tensioning the primary chain slightly
overlighten and tben slacken ol umti lenssen ic
eornecl Diodng it this way tke drawkoll is pushing
#gamy the pearbox and stops i slipping o the
mmpne pliles under the pull of the secondary
chain, which exerig the grenter forpe.

Ed Holdgate, Bornicy, Lanis
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