contact on both halvas of the innar
spigot and a roughar finish on the
outer faces. Clean sverything
carafully, spply ATV [ointing to the
outar face and pop it all back togather.
You get & slight boost to the
compression ratio, total oil-tightness,
no mors blown gaskats and you can’t
burn the exhaust valve, i it occurs to
you to ask why Enfieid didn't do this
goit of thing themsehves, reflect that
it's about all Velo ever did and look
wharé it got thaml|

Incidentally, whila you hava the
head off it's usually worthwhile
running a drill down the retaining stud
holes. The funny head nuts tend to
squidge alloy into the threads on the
studs, making head removal véry
difficult. If you get this problem don't
hit it, the alloy used is soft, sotry
sticking & broom handle up the
axhaust port and wiggling it.
Providing the remaining faces on the
angine and gaarbox are reasonably
intact, sl ramaining ofl lsaks can be
cured with & dash of RTV. This may
seam amazing, bul it's not uRCoMIMGN
to find Enfields with rusty engine nuts,

There are no othar basic faults in the
powar train that will surrender 1o
trestment so sasily. The ramaining
faults ara minor, howeear, and can be
tuned out. Gear selection and clutch
operation are both poor, but
replacament of any clutch paris that
look rough, particularly distorted
plates, and careful attantion to cable
oiling and routing will rendar it all
besrable. Gear stlection is adjustable
and sasy to get a1, and careful
adjustment of the selector and the
spring pressure on the selector fork
will make gear changes possible, if not
actually smiooth. No bike made bafore
tha mid-sixtias runs the right gearing
for today's rosds; aardy Bullats and all
the Clippars are grossly under-geansd.
This iz great for trials work, the
original destination of this engine, but
produces overhaating and rapid woar
on motorways. The Bullets will pull
thi highast gearing available on the
higpest wheels, but for use around
town use one tooth down from this on
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Crusader Sport exhaust pipe (top) iooks crisper than the
fisbby curve of standard version, and also helps top end

performancs.

19in whaals, or the highest 21-tooth
on 17in wheels, seems about right.
Wheal size alters the trail slightly, but
the genaeral agreemant that handling
is bast on 19in whee!s is difficult to
prove in actual back-to-back testing.
Probably the big wheals just fesl
batter

So that's the Bullat as it's commaonly
axparianced. The 500 is very rare and
vary nice, but | suspect that it's just
ancthar 500 gingle that bang if
you really usa it. Apan axtra
stomp, in fact quite staggering torque
from about 75rpm, the performance of
the 500 is pretty similar to the 350.

Coming back to the original point
eancarning the Velo's retiramant from
the fisld of bikes that support their
owners rather than the other way
round, there is obviously a need for a
wiarking bike that will suit us poor
fools still searching for the parfect
lirm. Quite frankly, a standard Bullet
running out ot 8Zmph and putting
down a standing quarter in about five
minutes just dossn't make il
Furthermora, if you actuslly manage
to get yer bog stock Bullet on to the
parfact line it isn't likaly to stay there
wory lang. And don't do too much late
brakingl This is where all thess other
bits comg in,

Az noted, we have an indestructible
batiom and attached to valve gear that
wiill really rev. More power is simply a
guestion of getting more of the
mixtura in and out faster. The anging
in standard form is almost all batlom
end, o an exhaust system about two
faat shorar is a gacd first move,
Maturally Enfield have just the thing:
fitted as standard to the Crusader
Sport, it"s rather a neat Gold Star-like
swept-back item that almost fits
straight on — only the front stay needs
re-positioning. It's impractical 1o alter
the inlet tract lenglh, but for diametar
I've found that & 1 Vain carb is about
right. Both pors can be extensively
opened up, providing you take care
nof to bresk into the inlet valve spring
pocket, or take too much metal away
from the fragile valve guides. Sarous
luneey in fact demands guides in

Also from the Crusader Sport, highe

r com pression piston
{right} gives more poke than flat-topped Bullet item.
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Maote how Velocatte con-rod (right] is
almost exactly the same length as the
Bullet rod, which lasts weall but will
wrack & motor whean it eventually
expires. Rod swop could be a good |
tweak for post-vintage racing.
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